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Vocabulary you will know… 

Sound 
A type of energy created by 
vibrations.  

Vibration Continuous movements. 

Sound 
wave 

Vibrations that travel from a 
sound source. 

Medium  A substance that transfers energy. 

Volume The loudness of a sound. 

Amplitude 

The size of the vibration. A large 
amplitude means a louder sound. 
A smaller amplitude means a 
quieter sound. 

Pitch 

How high or low a sound is. 
Faster vibrations mean a higher 
pitch. Slower vibrations mean a 
lower pitch. 

Vacuum 
A space where there is nothing. 
There are no particles in a 
vacuum. 

Ear The organ used for hearing.  

Eardrum 
A part of the ear which is 
stretched out. Sound waves make 
the eardrum vibrate.  

Absorb 
sound 

To take in sound energy. 
Absorbent materials have the 
ability to muffle sound. 

Soundproof 
Something that doesn’t allow 
sound to pass through.  

Decibels 
The unit of measure to determine 
how loud or quiet a sound is. 

Sound Waves 

High pitch 
 
 
 
 
Low pitch 
 
 
 
Large amplitude – loud sound 

 
Smaller amplitude – quiet sound 

 

 
 

Key Learning 

 I can ask relevant questions and use different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer them 
 I can set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair 
tests 
 I can make systematic and careful observations and where 
appropriate, take accurate measurements, using a standard units, 
using a range of equipment 
 I can gather, record and present data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions 
 I can report on findings from enquiries (oral) 
 I can use results to draw simple conclusions  
 I can identify how sounds are made, associating them with 
something vibrating. 
 I recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium 
to the ear. 
 I can find patterns between the pitch of sound and the features 
of the object that produced it. 
 I can find patterns between the volume of a sound and the 
strength of the vibrations that produced it. 
 I can recognise that a sound gets fainter as the distance from 
the source increases. 

How do we hear? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


